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SUBJECT: ALLEGATIONS OP U.S. ARMING OP AZOREAN SEPARATISTS 

1. THE LEADER OP THE CENTER DEMOCRATIC PARTY, PREITAS DO 
AMARAL,AND HIS PARTY'S POREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN, AZEVEDO 
COUTINHO, HAVE EACH TOLD ME IN SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS OF 
REPORTS CIRCULATING WITHIN THE GOP TO THE EPPECT THAT THE 
AZOREAN SPEARATISTS HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED SOME ARMS FROM 
U.S. OFFICIAL SOURCES. ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTS, THE 
ARMING OF THE AZOREANS WAS DONE BY THE "PENTAGON" WHICH IS 
SAID TO HAVE A DIPPERENT POLICY THAN THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
WITH REGARD TO AZOREAN SEPARATISM. THE ARMS DELIVERIES 
WERE ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN PUT ASHORE IN THE AZORES IN 
VESSELS PROVIDED BY THE U.S MILITARY. IN BOTH CONVERSATIONS 

I DID MY EMPHATIC BEST TO KNOCK DOWN THESE RUMORS, PARTI- 
CULARLY SINCE BOTH MEN OBVIOUSLY WERE TAKING THE REPORT 
SERIOUSLY. 

2. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT ILLUSTRATES THE EXTREME 
SENSITIVITY OP THE GOP WITH REGARD TO THE AZOREAN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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SEPARATIST QUESTION AND ESPECIALLY THE LATENT PEARS IN 
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT THAT THE AZOREAN SEPARATISTS WILL 
BE ABLE TO OBTAIN SUPPORT PROM U.S. SOURCES. OBVIOUSLY 
IT IS TO THE SEPARATISTS' ADVANTAGE TO PLAY UPON THESE 
PEARS. I WOULD THEREFORE URGE U.S. GOVERNMENT OFPICIALS 
TO SHUN ANY CONTACTS WITH AZOREAN SEPARATISTS, WHO ARE 
CAPABLE OP SEEKING SUCH CONTACTS IF ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE 
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OF CREATING THE IMPRESSION OF USG SUPPORT FOR THEIR CAUSE. 

3. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, FREITAS DO AMARAL IS CONSERVATIVE, 

AND NOT GIVEN TO LOOSE TALK. I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LIGHT 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES CAN SHED ON THESE ALLEGATIONS. 

BLOOMEIELD 
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